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I refer to the correspondence inviting the Scottish Government to provide its views 
on the action called for in Petition PE1684 on the composition of local authority 
executive committees. I am replying as the Minister responsible for local 
government. 
 
The petition calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to amend the 
law to require that the composition of a council’s executive body should reflect the 
political composition of the council as a whole.  It is of course for the Parliament to 
decide whether it wishes to call on the Scottish Government to bring forward 
legislation to change the law in this way, and it would also be for the Parliament to 
decide whether to enact such a change.  However, I do not believe that it would be 
appropriate to impose a legal requirement of this kind on councils. 
 
The Scottish Government’s long-standing position is that while political 
proportionality is an important principle, local authorities should be able to decide 
their decision-making processes for themselves rather than having a particular form 
imposed on them by central government.  This respects local autonomy and gives 
councils flexibility to devise processes that best meet their local circumstances.  As 
the Committee may be aware, section 15 of the Local Government and Housing Act 
1989 requires local authorities to reflect their political composition in the membership 
of their ordinary and advisory committees.  However, while this provision is in force 
in England it has never been brought into force in Scotland.  Instead, a voluntary 
approach has been followed in Scotland in terms of which it has been left to local 
authorities themselves to secure an appropriate political balance in their decision-
making processes.  This has been supported by COSLA, which has a stated aim of 
enabling elected members of different political persuasions to participate fully in local 
government and to contribute to the development of policies.   
 
I believe that the same arguments in favour of local autonomy in this area applies to 
local authority “executive committees”; which in any case are not used by most 
councils.  It is also worth noting that even where such committees are used, my 
understanding is that they are not legally defined in the same way as ordinary and 
advisory committees; so the framing of legislation to impose requirements relating to 
their membership could be problematic.   
 
I am not aware of there being evidence of a widespread departure from political 
proportionality in how councils shape their decision-making processes.  If that 
situation was to change, I think the most appropriate approach would be to invite 
COSLA to consider how this could be addressed rather than moving immediately to 
legislation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


